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SEPTEMBER 
 
TUE 1 
New and Kindergarten 
Family Welcome Breakfast, 
8:35 am 
 
TUE 1 
EARLY RELEASE, 1:50 pm 
 
WED 2 
EARLY RELEASE, 1:50 pm 
 
MON 7 
NO SCHOOL – Labor Day 
 
TUE 8: 
PTO General Meeting, 6:30 
pm 
 
15, 17,  21, 24, 28, and 30: 
Grade level picnics 
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A NOTE FROM OUR PRINCIPAL 

Dear Families, 
 
The new school year is here and we are ready for a great one!  It has been so 
wonderful seeing some of you coming in with our children for Ready Set Go 
conferences.  Our students are looking like they had a fine summer of growing 
and having fun.  We have all been working hard for the opening day of school 
and there is a sense of excitement in the air. 
 
There are a few new faces here at Van Hise, along with some of us that have 
been here for a while. Please see the listing of the 2015-16 Van Hise Team 
below: 
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Main Office Peg Keeler (Principal), Ann Jesse-Schwabe 
(Secretary), Connie Burke (EA) 

Student & 
Staff       

Support 

  

Shari Nelson (IRT), Tara Salzwedel (Psychologist), 
Betsy Korbinyr (Social Worker), Cindy Bremser 
(Nurse), Diane Romary (Nurse Asst.), Teresa Hy-
man (Reading Interventionist), Lisa Friend-Kalupa 
(Advanced Learner IRT), Beth Cantwell (PBS 
Coach), Mrs. Poff (Lunch Support) 

Therapists 

  
Julie Wendt (PT), Kathy Kowalik (OT), Diane Davia-
Harms (OTA), Carrie Govek (S/L) 

Custodians 

  
Gary Farrey (Head Custodian), Carol Arteaga, Russ 
Slinde (Night Lead), Jason Walder, Wade 
Bruening, Lorenzo Fountain 

Food Service TBD (Head Cook), Cindy Fillner, Christine Walden 



NOTE FROM THE PRINCIPAL, CONTINUED 

NOTE:  SEA=Special Education Assistant and CC=Special Education Teacher 

One of our themes for this school year is “Families as Partners” which supports our strong belief in working with you to 
support our students’ learning and growth.  After all, you are your child(ren)’s first teacher.  We are strong together as a 
team and I look forward to strengthening our connections with one another! 
 

I will be sharing more about our School Goals and Plans on Tuesday, September 8th at 6:30-7:30 in the cafeteria.   We 
will discuss both academic goals and focus, as well as what we are doing to support the social emotional well-being of 
our children.  You will see some information in this newsletter from our Positive Behavior Support (PBS) coach (and Art 
teacher), Beth Cantwell, in the “PBS Corner”.  We will be focusing on building “Ally” behavior and adding “Be An Ally” to 
our overall behavior expectations.   
 

Our newsletter will look a little different over time as we move to another program for organizing the information com-
ing from our school and Parent Teacher Organization (PTO).  In the next issues, you will see what’s happening in our spe-
cials classes (Music, Art, Physical Education, and REACH) for the month.  To know what’s happening in your child(ren)’s 
classroom, you will see a weekly newsletter come home from your teachers.  We are working on streamlining our com-
munication so that it’s easier for you to access and understand. 
 

I look forward to our collective work this school year as we watch our students learn, have fun and make friends at Van 
Hise Elementary.  I will see you very soon, until then take care! 
 
All the Best, 

 
Peg Keeler, Principal 
 

Special Area      
Teachers 

Dana Prager (LMC/REACH), Beth Cantwell (Art), Margaret Jenks (Music), Jane Koval 
(PE), Nick Hampton (PE), Emma Murphy (REACH), Eric Miller (Strings) 

Bilingual Resource 
Support 

Chia-Wen Hsieh (Chinese), Qinyuan Li (Chinese), Ghufran Kanan (Arabic), Sunhyung 
Guerts (Korean), Alejandro Rangel (Spanish) 

Kindergarten Team 

  
Mary Butler, Edie Mileham, JoAnn Riecke, Breah Lieberman (CC), Susan Anderson-
Delgado (BRT), Chia-Wen Hsieh (BRT/BRS), Chanel Thomas (SEA), Kris Buscemi (SEA), 
Scot Gamble (SEA) 

First Grade Team 

  
Monica Drinkwine, Rebecca Robbins-Wright, Donna McGuire, Masha Prudnikovich, 
Long Term Sub for Masha TBD, Breah Lieberman (CC), Susan Anderson-Delgado (BRT), 
Chia-Wen Hsieh (BRT/BRS), Chanel Thomas (SEA), Kris Buscemi (SEA) 

Second Grade Team 

  
Wendy Zucker, Laurie Stehle,  Jennifer Savage, Erin Miller-Bishoff (ESL), Beth Mitchell-
Ravel (CC), Tom Schorr (SEA), Jill Murray (SEA) 

Third Grade Team Jessica Gamez, Andrea Nelson, Mary Powell, Breah Lieberman (CC ), Erin Miller-Bishoff 
(ESL), Kris Buscemi (SEA) 

Fourth Grade Team 

  
Katie Mahr, John Christopherson, Heather Gunderson, Beth Mitchell-Ravel (CC), Kristi 
Betzweiser (ESL), Tom Schorr (SEA), Jill Murray (SEA) 

Fifth Grade Team 

  
Sharon Jimenez,  Theresa Miller,  Sally Ludwig, Kristi Betzweiser (ESL),   Christie       
Ashmore (CC), Maureen Matayas (SEA) 



PTO OFFICERS  

2015-2016 School Year 
 
Wendy Crabb, President  
(prez@vanhisepto.org)  
  
Eileen Snyder, Secretary  
(secretary@vanisepto.org) 
 
Dana McCloskey, Treasurer  
(treasurer@vanhisepto.org) 
 
Afan Ottenheimer 
Communications At-Large  
(communications@vanhisepto.org) 
 
Kristin Ruedi-Krause 
Events At-Large
(events@vanhisepto.org) 
 
Shelley Schmidt 
Fundraising At-Large 
 
LeAndrea Vernon 
Volunteers At-Large 
 
Carousel Bayrd, Jolynne Roorda, and 
Maggie Hogan 
General At-Large 
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Positive Behavior Support  
We are very excited to begin the sixth year of our Positive Behav-
ior Supports (PBS) program at VHE.  The PBS team works hard to 
implement school wide celebrations, social emotional learning op-
portunities, plan and implement assemblies, celebrate our stu-
dents and staff and help with the universal behavior programming 
for VHE. In addition, this year,  we are combining our Welcoming 
Schools program with PBS.  Welcoming Schools is a comprehen-
sive, LGBT-inclusive approach to creating respectful and sup-
portive elementary schools for all students and their families.  The 
approach is grounded in research that clearly links improved aca-
demic achievement, better social-emotional well-being, and an 
inclusive school climate. 
 
In support of this work we have updated our "school rules" poster 
to include language about being an ally (full page copy on p. 10). 
We look forward to sharing more information with you about our 
work as the year goes on. 
 
Happy new school year, 
 
Beth Cantwell 
Art Teacher 
PBS Coach 

 
PTO Meeting  

Tuesday, September 8 at 6:30  
Location: VHE Cafeteria 

 Principal Keeler will discuss the School      

Improvement Plan and goals for VHE.   
All are welcome! 
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New Van Hise Families…  
 

Join Us for a “Meet and Greet” Time 
  

When: September 1, 8:35-9:00a.m.  (1st  Day of School)  
 

Where: Van Hise garden (or the cafeteria if it’s raining)  
 

What: Meet other families, Principal Keeler, and have a cup                              

of coffee, juice and a treat to start your morning!  

After you drop off your child, please come join us for                                      

some time together as a community! 
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Hedgehog Herald Newsletter schedule: 

October newsletter: articles due Wednesday, September 23 

Email to Beth Gunshor at bcgunshor@gmail.com 
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Van Hise is ready for the fifth year of Walking School Bus fun!  

A walking school bus is a group of children walking to school with 

one or more adults.  It's like a carpool, but without a car, and with 

lots of added benefits!  

For basic information about the VHE WSB go to: http://

vanhisepto.org/walking-school-bus/ 

Anyone who wants to be part of the WSB group in 2015/16 (whether 

a new family or one that has been walking with a route for a while) 

should complete the contact information 

form at:  http://tinyurl.com/

VanHiseWSB 

If you have any questions, please contact 

Daniella Sponseller at                           

Daniela.sponseller@gmail.com or           

608-233-1941  

GET ON BOARD A WALKING SCHOOL 

BUS TO VAN HISE ELEMENTARY! 

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION  

CROSSING GUARD 

INFORMATION 

Our Crossing Guards 

have an important job in 

keeping our children and 

families safe as they 

cross Mineral Point, 

Segoe, and 

Waukesha.  We will    

continue to have the  

wonderful Crossing 

Guards that we have 

come to appreciate and 

trust this year: 

* Mr. Dick McNeely: 

Waukesha/LaFayette 

* Mr. Les Hanneman: 

Mineral Point/Segoe 

* Mike Neuman:          

Mineral Point/Midvale 

Playground Balls 

Needed 

Cleaning out the garage? Our 

playground balls are in sad 

shape so if you have any gently 

used basketballs, soccer balls, 

footballs or jump ropes you 

may donate them to our play-

ground equipment cart. Just 

bring them to the gym this fall, 

but please make sure they are  

good, bouncing condition!  

   Welcome back! I hope your summer was full of 
   fun.  You might have had a chance to  collect a 
   drawer full of Box Tops too!  Box Tops is a pro-
   gram that helps us earn free money for the  
   school.  Each Box Top is worth 10 cents.  
Van Hise earned $2,677 last year thanks to all of your clipping!   
 
There are two collections each year.  This fall, we’ll have a collection 
contest.  The class who collects the most will receive an  EXTRA ART 
class from Mrs. Cantwell!  Thank you, Mrs. Cantwell!  The contest will 
run September 15- October 9th.  Collection sheets will come home 
with each child, but feel free to also bring them to your classroom teach-
er in a baggie (with the total if you get a chance).  
 
Additionally, the Box Tops website often has their own contests for    
bonus Box Tops (http://www.boxtops4education.com/)  Ask friends, 
family and coworkers to save for you, too, and Happing Clipping!          
 

Megan Munson 

http://vanhisepto.org/walking-school-bus/
http://vanhisepto.org/walking-school-bus/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Oo17I5hBe4-s-9jbNrStNXiOVSYi_9CBGFKYOu_a1-E/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Oo17I5hBe4-s-9jbNrStNXiOVSYi_9CBGFKYOu_a1-E/viewform
mailto:Daniela.sponseller@gmail.com?subject=Walking%20School%20Bus
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Notes from the PTO: 
Raise money for VHE – construction on the new library is starting and we want to 
fund water bottle filling stations near the cafeteria!!!!! 

 

Shop at Amazon through the link on the VHE PTO website.  Next time you place an order on 
Amazon, first go to vanhisepto.org and click on the Amazon School Rewards link, then do your 
shopping (or click here: http://www.amazon.com/?_encoding=UTF8&tag=vahielpt-20).  Only new 
items added to your cart AFTER clicking on the link will apply. Up to 15% of your purchase at 
Amazon.com will go directly to Van Hise Elementary. 

 

Use the Target Red card – every penny helps! 

Target’s “Take Care of Education” program is a credit/debit card program giving 1% of every pur-
chase on your Target REDCard  to the school you select. Signing up for the REDCard is easy 
and you can do it the next time you shop at Target. Already have a REDCard?  Please consider 
designating Van Hise (code is 108762) as your school of choice. And, if you have already desig-
nated Van Hise, thank you for supporting our school. 

 

Save your box tops for Van Hise’s box top drive – collectively we raised almost $1000 last year 
through box tops for PE, art and music. 

 

The families and staff of Van Hise Elementary created a cookbook several years ago-- this     
collection of recipes is a special, treasured keepsake... and a wonderful gift for family and 
friends! Copies are still available in the Van Hise Office. Please talk to Ann Jesse-Schwabe if 
you would like to purchase a cookbook (cost is $10). 

 

 

Has your child outgrown their bike/skateboard helmet?  The American 
Family Children's Hospital sells $10 bike and skateboard helmets for kids 
and adults at their safety center (and they sell carseats and other safety 
gear as well!).  

http://www.uwhealthkids.org/kids-health-and-safety/kohls-safety-
center/35396 

http://www.amazon.com/?_encoding=UTF8&tag=vahielpt-20
http://www.uwhealthkids.org/kids-health-and-safety/kohls-safety-center/35396
http://www.uwhealthkids.org/kids-health-and-safety/kohls-safety-center/35396
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VAN HISE TRAFFIC SAFETY GUIDE  

Observe All Street Signs and Obey all Traffic and Pedestrian Laws:  

“No Parking” areas do allow for drop off or pick up, BUT you cannot leave your car unattended!   

“No Stopping, Standing or Parking” means just that. Student drop off/pick up is NOT allowed In these areas.  

It is illegal to leave your car unattended in a fire lane.   

It is illegal to park within:  

 4 feet of a driveway  

 10 feet of a fire hydrant  

 15 feet of a crosswalk  

 30 feet of a stop sign  

According to state law, motorists must yield the right of way to pedestrians crossing a street at any marked or unmarked 

crosswalk where there is no traffic signal. Pedestrians do not have the right of way when crossing mid-block. Please use 

designated crosswalks.  

It is illegal to double park to drop off/pick up your child, even if you remain in the car. This disrupts traffic and is not safe.  

The speed limit drops to 20 mph whenever you approach and drive through a school area.   

 

If You Walk to School:  

Always use the crosswalks and crossing guards to cross streets—do not cross mid-block. Cross Waukesha St only with the 

crossing guard.   

 

If You Bike to School:  

A pupil who brings a bicycle to school does so at his/ her own risk. Bicycle riders should observe the following rules:  

Students must park their bicycles in the bike racks.  

All bike riders should wear helmets and lock their bikes.  

Loitering in the area bicycles are parked or tampering with bicycles is prohibited.  

Students must be in at least 4th grade to ride their bicycle to school without being accompanied by an adult. The Principal 

may approve individual written requests by a parent/ guardian of a younger student.   

 

If You Drive to School:  

We encourage parents to park, drop off, or pick up a couple blocks away. This helps reduce traffic congestion and gives 

your children additional exercise. If you do park, drop off, or pick up your children near the school, follow these guidelines.  

WAUKESHA STREET:  

School side: The area signed “No Parking” (shown as cars with open passenger doors) is for dropping off and picking up 

while remaining with your car. Pull forward as far as you can so other drivers can use the area behind you. Do not leave 

your car unattended in No Parking areas. Do not drop off in any areas signed “No Stopping Standing Parking.”  

Across from school: Park or drop your child off, except in areas signed “No Stopping/Standing/ Parking”. Children and 

adults should always cross Waukesha with the crossing guard! Adults should set a good example and also cross with the 

crossing guard when they are not with their child.  

LAFAYETTE  STREET:    

The area signed “No Parking” (shown as cars with open passenger doors) is for dropping off and picking up while remaining 

with your car. Pull forward as far as you can so other drivers can use the area behind you. Do not leave your car unat-

tended in No Parking areas.    

The rest of the street, except for the area near the crosswalk, can be used for parking if you need to leave your car.  



Be Active and Healthy at Van Hise this Fall with the 

Walk ‘n Roll       Program! 
 

A new school year is here, and with the lovely weather let’s all get outside to commute to school! 
 

Van Hise Elementary encourages every student to walk, bike, and scoot to and from school with the Walk ‘n Roll 

Program. Leave the cars behind, get to school on your feet, and earn fun rewards while doing it!  How can your fami-

ly be part of this program? Choose one (or more!) of the 4 options that are offered this Fall: 

 

1. Individual Walking and Wheeling - Every child is encouraged to walk, bike or scoot to and from school – 

go with an adult, a friend, or alone (when old and responsible enough). 

 

2. Bike Trains - Supervised by at least 1 VHE volunteer parent, the bike trains will welcome any child who 

wants to ride to school (parents will need to have a plan for their child after school, as there will not be an afternoon 

bike train). Parents welcome to join in! 

 

Two routes will be biking to school in the mornings once per week in September and October. The bike trains will 

be cancelled in case of rain or severe weather. Please contact your specific route leader for any questions, to sign up 

your child for the bike train, or to help lead the group.  

Interested in starting a different route for a new bike train? We can help if you contact Peter Gray at 

phgray@gmail.com or Daniela Sponseller at daniela.sponseller@gmail.com 

 

a. Odana Route: departure at 8:00am at the corner of Sherwood and Wedgewood, biking to the Segoe en-

trance of school. Meets every Friday in September and October (9/4, 9/11, 9/18, 9/25, 10/2, 10/9, 10/16, 10/23, 

10/30). 

* This route’s leader is Jason Butler at jasondbutler@gmail.com 

 

b. Marathon Route: departure at Marathon and S.Hill at 8:10am, biking down South Hill to Segoe, to the 

Van Hise driveway. Meets every Wednesday in September and October (9/2, 9/9, 9/16, 9/23, 9/30, 10/7, 10/14, 

10/21, 10/28). 

* This route’s leader is Peter Gray at phgray@gmail.com 

 

Each child who joins a bike train will need: a bike, a bike helmet, and a bike lock per MMSD Policy. It is also im-

portant that the child be an independent and confident bike rider. Find the MMSD Student Bicycle Policy at https://

tnlweb.madison.k12.wi.us/node/893 

 

3. Morning Walks with Mrs. Koval - Walk to school with Van Hise PE teacher, Mrs. Koval, every Thursday 

in September and October (9/3, 9/10, 9/17, 9/24, 10/1, 10/8, 10/15, 10/22, 10/29). Departure time is 7:45am behind 

HyVee (close to corner of Segoe and Odana) - anyone is welcome to join the group along the way to school on 

Segoe.  

 

4. Walking School Bus - Join one of the current Walking School Bus routes or create your own with one or 

more neighbors. There are currently 3 active WSB routes in the neighborhood. Please contact Daniela Sponseller at 

daniela.sponseller@gmail.com for any questions and for more information go to http://vanhisepto.org/walking-school-

bus/ 

 

mailto:phgray@gmail.com
mailto:daniela.sponseller@gmail.com
mailto:jasondbutler@gmail.com
mailto:phgray@gmail.com
https://tnlweb.madison.k12.wi.us/node/893
https://tnlweb.madison.k12.wi.us/node/893
mailto:daniela.sponseller@gmail.com
http://vanhisepto.org/walking-school-bus/
http://vanhisepto.org/walking-school-bus/



